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- Clemency, G. 


Leer t TRY is the Glory E 4 
| '% Throne, the brighteſt Part of 
5 92 = Majeſty, and renders a Prince 
1» KEY more God-like than any other 
n Vertue, at leaſt, chan ny thar 
is in His Power to Exereiſe. 1 5 
Even in the Time of the Thaclitiſh Ms: 
nmarehy, it was the Fame of thoſe: Kings 
ho were of God's immediate Eſtabli 
ment, that they were merciful Rings; and 
ever ſince the planting the Je Chia Reli- 
gion in the World; it has been tlie peculiar 
Hondur of all Chriſtian Princes, to be Cl 
ment and Conipaſionate : Nay, to the Ho- 
nur of the ——— it win, 1 believe, 
de 9 Truth as long as as the 
A 
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1 Proteſtant Reformation has a Being in the 


: World, That the-more Reform'd any. Prince 

b is, the more truly Religious, and perſonally 
Pious any Prinee is, the more merciful and 

ay compaſſionate he is always found. 

i The Chriſtian Religion teaches and in- . 
6 ſitills into the Soul, not only of Princes, but 


of whole Nations, CI EME NC and Com- 
f paſſion in all Caſes, where proper Objecess 
1 of ſuch, Principles preſent themſelyes. | 


ö And not to be partial to oùr ſelves, I be- 
F leve alſo, that it may, without boaſting, be 
1 juſtly ſaid of the Engliſh Nation, That they 
[ have been always eſteem'd, even in their 
* natural Diſpoſition, a mercifal, generous, and 


cCc0ompaſſionate Nations \mefciful-to:thoſe who . |}. 

þ are expos'd to Puniſhment by their Laws; 
generous to an; Enemy, and compaſſionate to 
the Miſerable; even the Conſtitution of 
- ies abundantly ſor the Diſpoſition of our 

People, in all that is now advanced, (viz.) 

That they are àa mercifub People. No. Tor- 

tutes to Lr Confeſſion Whether guilty or 
not; no cruel Executions no lingring 
Deaths are practis'd here, or allowed by our 
Laws. „X Mn „ Ne J 3605 gr. 
The Reformation has this Honour peeuliar 


: 


tio its ſelf z all, Racks, rn 
\ - languiſhing Deaths, as if peculiar to Popery, 
were extingui{h'd at the Reformation ; and 
this Queen Mary the Blaedy,,as The was righ- 
,exouſly call'd; allow'd thoſethings GR 4 
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ctis'd again by the Popiſh Priefts, in-their 
Perſecution of poor Proteſtants ::; Yer it is 
obſervable from the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, 
that even then the People of England took 
no Pleaſute ini hem, but abhorr'd the bloody, 
* mem ep the Popiſh Clergy : Nay, the 
very Papilts themſelves, the Lairy I' mean, 
did not like it, much leſs did they delight in 
it; and that Averſion to Cruelty among the 
People, made the Reformation take Place in 
this Kingdom the more WP] in the Sie 
Rei of her Succeſſor. 1 
hen Queen Elizabeth came to che Cr rown, 

| tho a Spice of Oruelty in the Conſtitution 
might remain, by the remaining of old Po. 
piſh Laws, yet we find, on the Complaint 
made to her of the cruel Execution of the 
Jeſuits, where woas heard to pro- 
nounce the Name of Teſw three- times, after 
the Executioner had begun to Quarter him, 
Her Majeſty gave pofitive Orders that no. 
ſuch thing ſhould be done again; and that 
they ſhould; in caſe of Quartering the Bo- 
_— let them Kung till 8 5 were "m 
dan 419 5% Fee. 


her Time alſo, that the Hanging in Chains 
alive was forbidden by the perſonal Clemency 
of the Queen; but as Hiſtory does not con- 
_ firm that any by Execution was at all pra- 
Cris d "ET 125 5 n. not n Þ:/r | 
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From the Mercy ſhewn in the Execution 
of ain: Malefactors, I come to men- 
tion next that of ſparing and pardoging 
Criminals, a. peculiar Act af Clemency in 
our Princes, and in which it will appear, 
that our Exgliſb Monarchs have, on many 
Occaſions, given ſuch Proofs of Royal Cle» 
mency inherent in them, and even — 
to them as Engliſb, that perhaps lew Nations | 
can boaſt of the like. 

Henry VIII, the laik of the Popiſh Kings, 
and his Daughter Queen Mary, the. laſt: of 
Popiſh Governours, cruel and inexorable, 
hand as Witneſſes of the Diſtin&ion I have 
made between the Tendency to Clemency 
and Mercy, which the Reformation naturally 
carriedalong with it; two Inſtances of this are 
recorded of them, which are peculiarly to the 
Caſe, beſides many others I could collect. 
Firſt, W hen John Lambert, a glorious Mar- 
tyr, ſuffer d tor the Reformation, and was 
brought to a Hearing before the- King, ſur- 
rounded with his Clergy in St. Paul's Church, 
when he had with cxproſſdle Courage; 

Strength of Reaſon, and Force of Scripture, 
baffled, tho not ſilene'd the Prieſt that op- 
poſed him, then with a moving Eloquence, 
in ſuch a modeſt and handſome Manner, as 
drew Tears from the Eyes even of his Ene. 
mies, turning his Speech to the King, he 
caſt himſelf upon the Juſtice and .Clemency | 
of his Majeſty ; the inexorable Tyrant turns 
ing 4 from him, (and pe to gratifie the 

7 43 Cl ergy) 
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4 
Clergy) gave him this barbarous Anſwer, 
Nay, Man, if thou leaveſt thy ſelf to me, t hon 
ma Die. The, next Example is of Queen 
Ma; in the Caſe of Arch-biſnop Cranmen 
who, after her Prieſts: had prevail'd upon the 


Weakneſs and Fear of the goad old Biſhop to 
Recaat, and to ſign his Recaatation, in which 
Caſe, almoſt any other of the Martyrs 
mig have had their Lives; yet. the mercileſs 
Queen remembring what he had done in the 
Matter of her Mother's Divoree, determin d 
him to the Stake without Mercy, there ha- 
ving been no Crime laid to his Charge hut 
Religion; which after his aid Recantation, 
ceould not be counted any Crime, nor would 
ſhe hear any Iaterceſſion for him. And for 
the reſt of that Queen's bloody Reign, it is 
Recorded by our beſt Hiſtorians, That even 
King Philip, tho“ a Haniard by Birth, and + 
King of Spain, à Nation and a. Government 
noted for Cruelty, and tho? a Spaniſh: Pa- 
piſt, yet was much more mercifully inclin d 
than his Queen, who had it not been for 
him, would certainly have put to Death het 


* 


nech nor Void 6 4 
But it not only is to be ſaid, that ſiace the 
Reformation, not only no ſuch Inſtances of 
Cruelty are to be found, but even the gene · 
ral Diſpoſition to Cruelty, which the Mo · 
narchs of the former times frequently ſhew'd, 
wore off gradually, and the Proteſtant Kings 
of this Nation, even from the Beginning 15 
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a Reformation, rage been always merci. 
5 ſul Kings. CAPRI een e dee RL 
1 10 be a few Inſtances of the native 
Clemeney of the Exgliſh Monarchs, 1 begin 
with King EAward VI, the Clemenoy and 
Goodneſs of whoſe: Diſpoſitisn was ſuch, 
that he would always ſhed Tears when: he 
ſigned a Warrant for the Execution, even of 
common Criminals; and with what Difficul- 
ty he was brought to ſign the Execution of 
à certain Woman Sanden, for Heretical, 
as was then thought, blaſphemous Principles; i 
Biſhop Barnet, in his Hiſtory of the Reforms- 
tion, gives us a very full A particular Ac- 
count: In the Beginning of his Reign, there 
were great Commotions about Religion, and 
Two notorious Rebellions, (viz.) One in 
Devonſhire, where the City of Exeter Was 
greatly diſtreſs d by the Rebels; and the 
other in Norfolk, were the Rebels, to the 
Number of 30000, took and poſſeſs'd the 
City of Norwith, and Coltnirrod: horrid” 
Cruelties. l n Db 1 Tie 
The mercifal Prince, a anz in judgment: N 
tho a Youth in Perſon, ſhew'd the Compaſ- 
ſion of a true Father of his Country, even 
to thoſe Rebels, expoſtulating with them in 
his publick Declaration, and inviting them 
to be ſatisfy' d, and ſubmit to the Laws and 
Government of their Countey: And tho' he 
behav*d equally Magiſterial n aſſuring them 


of ſeyere Puniſhment” if they proceeded in 
2 Rebellion, yet he firſt did all that was 


pol: 


33 


ible to prevent their precipitating, them 
2 into Ruin and Deſtruction: And at 
Is after they were overcome in Battle, 
and when to deter others, needful Exam 
ples were made of thoſe moſt guilty; the 
Clement and Pious King inelin'd to Com pat 
ſion, drealy let 3 that had mod 
inſolentl — and abus d him. 4 
The Clemency of Queen ” Elizabeth 11 in 
many laſtances, fo remarkable, that it ſcarce 
can require any. Inlargement ; and the by 
the continued Plots of the Papiſts againſt her 
Life, the Rebellion and Perjury of the wb 
and oftentimes of her own Subjects; ſhe was 
oblig'd to make many, Examples. of her Ju- 
ſtice, (for Clemency; by. no Means excludes: the | 
\neceſſary Execution of Juſtice). yet the Num- 
ber of Criminals Pardoned in her Reign, and 
that after frequent Abuſes of her Clemency, 
| give her moſt-juſtly the Title, of a Queen of 
moſt exemplary — ae e and 
Clemency. 30 15 1 0 80727 
be pacifick Reign of 5 Names I. teſti- 
fied to No whole World the Benignity,of his 
Diſpoſition, and that he Was by his very 
Temper inclin'd to Acts of Clemency and 
Mercy, as appears 98 many denen f oj 
bis whole Reiga; in ſome of-which, he even 
ſuffer'd the Reproaches of, his People, forbe- 
-iogideficient 3 in Juſtice: For I lay it down * 
as a Maxim in Government, that Clemes 
0 Princes is not a Stop of the Execution = 
rhe, —__ for that 10 be to deſtroy .Go- 
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vornment, not uphold it; but it is 4 cbm 


paſfiotate Mitipation of the Extremities of 
Juſtice, when Men by exorbitant Offences 
fobje& themſelves in an extrordinary Num- 
ber to the Sword of Juſtice; and When the 
Printe being more than uſually provok'd, 
yet acting wien the truly noble and God - like 
Principles of Pity and Compaſſion, lays 
alide his Anger, juſtly ſtirr'd up to deſtroy, 
arid with a Paternäl Pity ſpares his offend- 


Ing Subjects, as a Father ſpares the Son that 


Ferves him. In this, both Queen Elisabeth 
and King James gave Teſtimony of a Dil- 
poſition to Mercy, even to an Extreme, 
which they were blam'd for: The former 
in the Caſe of her Iriſb Rebels, who indeed 
ſhe was ſo eaſy to forgive, upon the leaſt 


Appearance of Repentance, and of return- 


ing te their Duty, that ſhe' was groſſy im- 
posd upon by feign'd Submiſſions, and a 
'Coutitenanee of Loyalty, without the Inten · 
tion of it. The like may be ſaid of King 
Jumes, whotod early ceasd the Proſecution 


-of the: Aberters to the Popyb Plot, and ſpa- 


; | a 


fed the Murderers of Sit Thomas Overhiy; 


And even at lat brought himſelf into Con- 


eettipt both-abroad- and at hame, as à pu- 

filanimous and cowardly Prince, meer 

ebm the ABhorrence' he had in his- Di! 

poſixion xo the ſhedding the Blood of- his 
Tha 01.828 


| Ate} 1815 26911 TOM Ot tan 
Subjects. 2124 21099. ie OS At an 
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King Chur I. "the © Sticceffor of | this 
King, loft both his'Crowfs end Liſe byeche 


ent miſtaken 


LIM 


fag cp my to lar eee ä 
hoe ver being diſcontented at unn 
Tranfactions of this King Reign, mi 0 
reproach it with ſome * rdſhips and 
lencies towards the latter End of his Tims: 
yet all allow the King himſelf to be no Man 
of Blood, and as far as he acted his own In- 
clination, nothing but Clemency and Mer- 
cy was practis d, even inſome of the moſt 
urging and provoking Caſes; his Diſpoſition 
was all Clemency 155 Compaſſion, and if 
at any time he was over-rul'd to act other- 
wiſe, he was fo far acted by others, and not 
left free to the Agency of his own Diſpoſition. 
The Courſe of Hiſtory brings us to King 
James, and here Popery intervenes, wherein 
bloody Principles return'd, and by Conſe- 
544 60 blood T Practices; and if thoſe times 
ad continued, we mi ht, for ought I ſeey 
ha ve return'd to the Barbariſms and "rates 
of Popery; and for this Reaſon, 1 make this 
Reign an Expeption to the Caſe before us. 
As to the two paſt Reigns, viz,) of King 
William, and 99 9 71 A) Phi it needs 


not that I ſhould brin ring them into the Ac. 
chunt yt collect from the Hiſtory of 
Ages bar Vof ever) Ne 


being 11 th fory; and to enu- 
raerate che 5 Eb and to confirm the 
ee „ 8) That Cler and Mer- 
have deen ug A 4 ie e Mo- 

i : narchs, 


C i 
narchs; and the Kings of Tel! have hoon 
merciful Kings. Wr V er N It 95 

It remains to bring this down to the 
| ſent Times, and enquire whether this ande 
rent Principle of Clemency is continued or 
abated, and whether the Diſpoſition to Mer» 

cy, which our Monarchs have been ſo much 

diſtinguiſh'd by, has Jorlakeld the 8 

Vea, or No. 

In the midſt ofhe Varitep of Com 
ers which the pteſent time is fill'd jar 
this Enquiry is unqueſtionably feaſonable; 


ſeeing ſome tell us, on one hand, That the 


Maxims of Government are broke, and the 
Sine vs of Juſtice-weaken'd, by the too great 
Extent of the Royal Mercy, ri Rebels are 
pardoned before: hey: ask , and conſequent - 
ly beſore they deſerve it; and that as they 
receive it unthankſully, ſo they will uſe it 
un worthily. and the Publick Peace be there? 
by depriv'd and defeated of the End of the 
Royal Clemency, which is the reclatming 
of Rebels, and reſtoring penitent Suzette 
to a State, in which they may have an Op- 
portunity to ſnew the PREY of their _ | 


1 {vii 
On the other int; wer have tad! wha- | 
— 


complain, (and that ſomiething 

and boldly too) of the — 

cy by Ahl they themſelves are pardomdd; 

and particularly of the of it; ti Ke: | 

ſtricious and -Exceptietis ini iu; That it fors 

xy but Pew; * * 
| ee 
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Need of it; hat been delay ſo long, till thoſe 
that 2 are firſt pany as. made _ 
perare : The Nature of an Act of Grace i; 
 Rroy'd in it, and the pretended Clemency | of it 
exposd, I ſpeak herein their own Words, 
which Icrave mays be allowed me as a . 
tation. 18 Sen 

The Sum of the aroſine Diſcourſe cheat! is; 
to enquire into the Reaſonableneſs of theſe 
Complaints, and fee at laſt whether it be 
true or not which ſome alledge, That King 
GEORGE has out. done in Clemency and Pa- 
ternal Compaſſion, all the Britiſh or Engliſh Mos 
narchs that ever went before him; Or, whe- 
ther the Complaint. of the Norrownds and 
| Dels 5 0 his Mercy, & c. are jaſt ? 

1 00 a Diſcourſe ſo nice, and lable 

5 many Objections, it is neceſſary to en- 

ite into the ancient Uſage of Princes in 
— times, when their Subjects, by Tu- 
mults and Rebell ions, have — their 
Juſtice, and fallen under the Power of their 
Arms. The (ſt: thing I meet with here, I 
mean that is objetied againſt the preſent Caſe, 

is, That in Caſes of Rebellion, it has been 
ulhal by Proclamation, and by Heralds, to 
give Notice of it:; to fend the Rebels firſt a 
Sutamons to lay down their Arms, with Pro- 
miſe of. Partlon to all ſuch as ſhall immedi- 
ately, or by ſuch and ſuch limited Time, or 
Number of Days, quit the Rebels, and retire 
peaceably to their Habitations: 'T his, they 
ay, was not offer d 8 miſtaken oy 
LS c 


0 4 ER 
ded People were made deſperate from ths 
Beginning, and had no Room given the 
to retrieve the Miſtake in time, or to come off 
after they had perhaps ſeen their Error: But 
rate, and having drawn their Sword, were 
obliged to throw away the Scabbord, and 
go on till it was too een of Mercy. 
This Argument, tho' the moſt eaſie to be 
anſwered, and that more fully than any 
other, yet has been carried ſuch a length, 
as to ſupport a great many other Objections, 
and yet has obtain'd, with ſome People, the 
Name of Unanſwerable. I ſhall confute and 
overthrow it in feu Words, by a bare Hiſtory 


of Fact; in which I ſhall prove, that this Ten» _ 


der of Mercy, made formerly in Form, and 
by Proclamation, as is ſaid; is now, by the 
Uſage of things, made abſolutely needleſs; 
that the Subſtance and End of it is, and has 
been preſerv'd and practisd, even in this 
late Rebellion, beyond what ever was done 
neon 1450351 03 ae 
: » That it was ſometimes practis d in for- 
mer Reigns, to offer Pardon to Rebels and 
KRioters, upon Condition of laying down 
their Arms, & c. is Granted, bur with. this 
juſt Exception, at the ſame time, (=) f 
That this was generally done when the In- 
ſurrection —— ble; the Government 
Unfix' d, the King or Queen Loung, or at- 
tended with Cireumſtances hich rendered 
their Caſe dangerous, and that more was 


t 


L 
to be apprehended than appeared. I might 
fill cs Prat With Examples of this bia; 
PH name hut a few in the Reign of Edward | 
V a young Man, I may ſay, an Infant 
Prince, the great Work of the Reformation 
ft upon his Hands, Popery powerful and 
rhrearning, he had rwo 52 — upon 
his Hands almoſt together, (viz.) in Devon- 
ſhire, and in Norfolk ; (both which I men- 
tioned before) and a chird in Yorkſhire :' The 
firft' ſo outragious and ſo ſtrong, as to be 
able to poſſeſs all the Weſt of that County, 
- and of Coruwil, and to lay Siege to Exeter, 
the Capital City of that Part of ns 
The other at Norwich, where the ls 
were Maſters of the whole Country, had 
beaten the 'King's Troops, and taken the 
City of Norwich Sword in Hand, and were 
increas'd to de 30000 ſtrong. Here it Was, 
Prudence requir'd to uſe all poſſible Means 
to bring the abuſed, enraged Muktitude to 
Rea ſon, and to perſwade them, by all gentle 
| Methods, to return to their Duty: And 
therefore,” to both theſe the King's Pardon 
was Tenderd; tho by the Way, it was 
ineffeckual to both, till they were firſt de- 
ſeatecd in part by the Power of the Royal 
Army; the firſt under tie Command of the 
Lord Gre); and the latrer under the Gone: | 
mand — oem I _ 
I ma t oh the Par | 
| dons were not went to — but when 
the ne, Woere formidable, and = 
o- 


Government 3 hat nas 
 itjneceſſary, by giving three Examples on 

other Hand, under Queen Eliaebeth. The 
Firſt was, the Rebellion. of Sn O Neal, in 
Ireland; who, tho? he raiſed a great Power, 
ſubdued the greateſt part of VUiſter, an 5 
raid a powerful Army, yet Was never 

fer'd any Pardon till he was ſoundly Beaten 
by the: Queen? 81 Troops mand ſubmitting, 
beggd for Mercy on his Knees, The next 
was, the Rebellion of the Earls of Meſt more- 
land and Northumberland, who being ſur- 
rounded, and rather frighted than beaten by 
the Earl of Eſſex, were — to the laſt 
Extremity, Without any. Offer of Pardon, 
or ever being able to obtain it afterwards. 
The Rebellion in Camberlund, by the Lord 
Dazre's ſecond Son, was treated in the fame 
Manner; nor were they ever -parden'd 27 
all, but above fifty of them were Out. law a 
for High- Trea ſon, and in the next Parlia- 
nent Attainted ſome of them, (the direct 
Anceſtors of the late Preſton Ralle of Tray 
tors) as may be ſeen by the Names; —— 
Record, of Ratcliſſe, EY, 89-46 N 


bour u, and others. And this may ſuffice” 


for the Suggeſtioa of its being the Ancient 
Cuſtom, to offer Pardon to Rebels in Arms; 
which ancient Uſage, has ever ſince heen 
Pe and w find no Iaſtance of it in 
King CHarles thie Firſt's Time, nor — 
Rebeliog of f Fogel or Bothmell wie in 

ann 1.2706 znofteit $21 / 
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Seorlana; 1 of the Duke of Monmouth in 
E Tind:' I 
ut to come to che Caſe i in de + ih gad 
that by the modern Uſage of the preſent 
Goyernment, ſach Meaſures have been ta+ 
ken, fuch © merciful Treatment has been 
ſhewn all thoſe Who have timely forſaken: 
the Rebels, that it has been fully equivalent 
to a Proclamation: of Pardon, for that not a 
Man has been proſecuted, if he did but de- 
ſert them, mays” tho?, almoſt to the: time of 
Action. FL R 
So that in Effect, any of the Rebels, who 
chioupht fit to quit the Rebellion, however 
late, even juſt before the: Defeat, Was as 
ſure of his Life as he could have been, had 
there been a publick Proglamation, or Offer 
of 'Pardon. Of this, beſides the Examples 
of private Perſons, of whom it may not be 
proper to ſpeak, there are Examples of great 
Numbers, particularly, Five hundred. of the 
VH. ghlanders, ho croſs'd the Heth go joyn 


the Preſton 1 088 and difliking their Mea - 


ſures only, Hiking the Rabellion, (Mark 
that) 1 2779 liking only their Meaſures, 

left them at Fhbmiet Moor, when the reſt 

refolv*d to march for England. Thoſe were 
made Priſoners, or rather ſurrender d, be; 
cauſe it was impofſible for them to join their 
Friends; yet after having been detain'd 
only ſo long as was neceſſary, to prevent 
their joyning other Rebels, they were all 
diſmiſs'd without ny Proſecution, and long 


£ U 177 : a 
before. the General Act of Grace; and in 
the mean time, were ſubliſted at the pub · 
It being then the receiv'd Cuſtom, That 
all that will withdraw from the Rebellion 
they are imbark'd in, ſhall be receiv'd and 
pardoned; the Ceremony of offering Pardon 
with Sound of Drum and Trumpet at the 
Head of the Troops is perfectly needleſs, ſo 

far as it relates to the Queſtion in hand: 
Neither is there ſo; much Clemency in. 
Tender of Pardon preſcrib'd to a Day, an 
to a, formal Condition of quitting the 
Rebellion; in ſuch and ſuch a manner, as 
there is in a general Diſpoſition of the Prince 
to Pardon, ſtanding with an open Hand to 
receive every returning Penitent, While he 
ſtands with a drawn Sword in the other hand 
to correct, and able to conquer thoſe. who - 
are obſtinate in their Rebellion: So that in 
the Tender of Mercy to Rebels, the 1 1 
Method exceedingly. out does that of a Pro- 
clamation ; for here are no Conditions made, 
no Time limited, but even to the laſt Gaſp, 
the bare Heat of Action excepted, he that 
will quit the Cauſe Was ſure to be accept- 
ed. This is evidenced, by the omitting td 
enquire after thoſe that eſcaped, even to tlie 
very laft Day 


Day of the Action at Preſfon, mas 
ny of whom are ſecure at their own PwWel⸗ 

lings, and were ſo before the Act of Grace, 
t they; had; never beer concerned in it. 


as t they | 
> 6 PLAY nuſt be NN i tlie 
* . : 5 WY 4 1 L- | 0 f p 
In all this, it mu * Wow'd, that the 
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eminent, 55 ting that Spin 
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Clemency of Kin gr has not - onl) E. 
5 but Ex A 2 of any of che 
Kings and Queens his Predeceſſors; and the 
Sita: Cuſtom of publiſhin Pardon to Re- 
bels, Cc. is far out: done, the generous 


receiving, and merciful pardoning all that 


leaſe to: bethink themſelves, an and quit the 
Ubelion they were 282 g'id in, even Wich- 
out limiting them. to a Hs | 
| Nay, we find dens of thoſe who 
2 actually taken in Rebellion, in Arms, 
„in Battle, and brought up to Loxdoy, 


65 Carliſle againſt whom, no ſpecial and 
particular Evidence of their Notoriety, their 


warmth in Action, and in promoting, &c. 


the bloody Work they were engag' d in, 


have been diſmiſsd Without a 'Fryal ; and 
this has been done with a peculiar kind of Ad- 


vantage to their Characters, (vis. ) that they 


have been 8 as if for - 3 Evi- 
dence, no appearin inſt them. 
Not that had 7275 ri 4. "Defoe 8 the Go- 
vernment, to prompt their. Pere, there 
could have Fury 64S Evidence 'to Convict 
chem 3 or that it Thould be d ifficult to prove 
thoſe Men concerned in che N a. Who 
were taken Priſoners in the very Action ar - 
Pann Beit 200 me King's 158 no one 

d weak as to ſuggeſt ſuc à thing 


of Divine Clemens, | (E. 
* if «" Sinner, Bur rather "Hat * 


25 


e 


re- 


„ [19] 
return, Ove hw many have thus been 
ec, and have ſaved thereby their 
155 ad Eſtate of And where is rhete an Ex- 
A8 4] rf Gerne y like this, in any of the 
Queens of this Nation ri no ? 
| Idas 12 of, as a Deſect of | 
& lemency in the Dilpoſicion of the Prince, 
That His Majeſty did not offer a General | 
ARS of Grace, at 1 firſt coming to the 
Crown; Which (ſay thoſe People) would 
haye ſettled the Minds of the People ea 
ly, and engag'd them to the Perſon of it the 
Kiog, as a Prince worthy of their Affection, 
and capable of winning , Mankind. by the 
Force of his Clemency, to Love, as well as 
to Obey, him: And this they alledge the 
Example of former Princes to ears it, and 
amo to be Cuſtomary, as well as Ner 
ceflary..  . 


Pee not to trouble our Reader with op- 
1 


ng to this the Example of many morg 
rinces, ho have found it conyenient not 
to grant ſuch Ah of Grace at the beginning 
of their Reign, or at leaſt to defer them lon- 
er than — George oy, done, as King 
ames, King Charles the w/e, An Ele; 
eth, and others; I lay, not to inſiſt upon this, 
We come ro. conſider the Circumitances of 
the preſent time the Rebellion againlt King 
George has been aggravated wich ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as few have been before it; and 
therefore, it is not juſt to expect the fame 
Exerciſe of Clemency, and in the ſame De- 
C2 Fgrec, 
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| heed as in other Caſes, where the Offence 


as been leſs flagrant, aud where. the Per- 


Tons concern'd have not been equally Objects 
of the Royal Mercy. And yet, if as before, 
as high Degrees of Mercy have been expretsd 

in this Reign, then will it follow, that His 
: 19 515 has been much more merciful tha 


any of his moſt merciful Predeceſſorss 
| "75 look back to the beginning of His Ma- 


jeſty's Reign, to ay nothing of the evident 


Difaffection which appear din the latter end 


ol the precedent Reign. there! 1 ? 


profeſs'd Ayerſion to His Majeſty's" Succef: 
ſion, ag that of His whole Family, in a Hu- 
merous Party in the Nation”; 'even before 


the wg. AY the Confidence they had 


of their own Numbers, and 4 —— e Af. 
en li- 
ving) made them open and d ideen The 
King was not unappriz'd of this, tho“ His 
Majeſty was not yet Landed; and Meaſures 
were taker to prevent whatever that Farty 
might at that time, have Hera audacious f- : 
nough to attemft. 4 45 


And this, by the way, was an evident | 


Prop of the Neceſſity there was, at the 


firſt Step the King took upon his Landing, 


That His Majeſty ſhould Countenance an 


Diſtingaiſh his fatrhful Friends, and Diſcou- 


lage, and ſhake his Hands off thoſe, who, 
he was well aſfur'd, were his ſecret Enemies, 
_ and were the Support of the Faction: char ä 


ſtood gut aguntt f him. M8 
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Nor is it to be. Wendred ut; that the Par- 
be. * diſpla&d at che Beginning of His Ma- 


eſty's' Reign, were ſo exceedingly dilturb?4 = 


at hoſe catered) and cry our ſo loudly 'a- 
ppt them, as the Sourte of thoſe deſperate 
which they toole after wards, ſeeing 
the fcter Contrivances Which they had 
| —_ d, to male the Project a Matter of 
Faction at Court) rather than a «Matter of 
downright Battle in the Field, were de- 
feared in that very one Politick: Step Fo 
now their Wholè Party was deject lecke, — 1 
all theit Expectarions at Court lot; nothing 
but Deſpair was in their View.; che King 
knew: them; the Nation lock d upon them 
as mark d Men they had nothing to fup- 
port them but the Nage of their Party, and 
no Reſource bub Rebellion: And to this 
they immediately had Recourſe j for; it is 
not difficult to Trate the firſt Councibs of 
the Rebellion, as high as the ag he firſt 
W the King s Landing. 
Ju u ſay, That if the King had cor iff: 
guiſnd them, by his Contempt of their 
Service, the very firſt Night of His Maje. 
ſty's Landing, there had been no Rebel- 
lion; is to ſayj no more than chis, That had 
not that been done, they had not broke out 
till their Treaſons had been ripe, and their 
Farty ſtrengthen d; and that they would 
have done it, wich ceo fold yy N 
ro eee Cad. N 
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. all his Friends, e 


them to his Intereſt 
Intelligence of the Eng 


| Notion of their Temper, ee e De- 
fign ; which it was apparent by the Con- 


' Leopard his Spots; 
who have always been eee 8 


Conduct for ſome Ages gas 99 [9651804 


EE Conduct, their nne diſobliging Beha+ 


Hand of Merey for a While, till it might be 


. F 22 ] 
To ſay, The King might have made them 
ht Ruß 3555 


IF 
b Wake Tu 7 
bad; that he did era 9 Men; had no 


ſequence, was a groſs Mikake. 
To ſay, They would — boen 45 | 
Servants, was to fay, that it was: poſhble = 
for the Ethiopian to 3 e bis Skin;.an — 
at a Party o 


to Engliſh Liberty, were to be chang'd; up- 
on the meer negative Obligation of not being 
turn'd out; the contrary of which is te be 
ſuggeſted, from the whole: Tenour of their 


Digreſſion. i 
Freturn to the Subject. Iiwas upon, (vie) 1 

Of the Clemency of the King: As che Cen · 

duct of theſe Men made their being diſmiſs. 


from Publick'Poſts and Employ ments in the 


Government, abſolutely neceſſary; to the 
Publick Safety; ſo the e of their 


viour on their being ſo diſmiſi d, ms. the 
Thought of that 9 — which His Ma- 


_ jeſty had at firſt reſoly'd to treat them with, 
perfectly irrational, - and che thing it ſelf 
impractieable 


t was abſolutely N to retrain the. 


ſeen 


i 0 "2 1 
ſeen to What lengeli theſe Mien aa go; 
aud what Deſigns they” had form d. His Ma- 
| Was too well inform?d of their Condutt, 
not to ſee they had laid Schemes for diſturb- 


ing his Peace, and for inſulting his Govern- 
ment; and to have offer'd an Act of Obli- 


vion at that time, had been but to encourage 
their Treafons, not engage their Loyalty. 

The Event ſoon made it appear, —— 
the true State of the Affair at chat time, and 


therefore, we do not find them inſiſt much 


upon « che matter of a more eaſy Act of Grace. 


But now we come to ſpeak of the A@-it 
felf, and the ObjeCtions to it: And here it is 
_ eaſy to makę it r, that While they, on 


one hand, complain of the Limitations of the 


General Pardon, and the Want of Clemen- 


ey in the Prince: I ſay, it is-eafy to make 
it appeat, that the Perſons to'whom the Act 
of Grace is 
ſtill are, ſo far rom deſerving the Grace they 
Want, that it ſearce may befaid, that they 


and inis 1 dall malte appear in fow 


W 
2 We bebt much from their Allvocates on 


this Subject, how eminent a Part of the Per- 
3 Majeſty, this Attribute of Clemen- 
"Mercy is; how it illuſttates-#he 


iclike :thatKings Ack 
e iniferies/of their 


oveh, ſhould'pi- 
ending Subjects; 


ty 


ang — * trul 2 3 
their 


d, were always, and Idoubt 
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der Objects of the Princes Clemen- 8 
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their Country, by ſparing their Rebellious; 
Children; that it was below che Majeſty of 
a glorious Prince, to trample upon the miſe- 


ſerable, and to delight in the Extremities of 


Juſtice, tho? provok'd to it: Such haye been 
their Diſcourſes, and great Flouriſhes we 
have had upon theſe Heads. e 

But I cannot refrain here to put them in 
mind, of what I had once before an Oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak in the Caſe of the ſame Peo· 
ple, and it is this: I joyn Iſſue with them 
upon the foot of their own Argument, and 
grant, that Kings ſhould imitate the Great 


Soyereign of the Univerſe, and incline to 


Mercy, as the Almighty Creator has ſet them 
a molt glorious Example. But I muſt add, 
what perhaps may ſeem a bold Expreſſion, 
till it is examin'd into, (viz.) That ſhould 
King George pardon his Rebels, on no other 
Terms than God Almighty pardons his, the 
late Act of Grace muſt have had more Ex- 
ceptions, and very few of the late Rebellion 


would be included. In a Word, King 


George is ſo far from coming ſhort in his 
Mercy, of the Pattern of his Anceſtors, that 
his Mercy is extended even beyond that of 
God dne e e e 5h, 
Nor let any Man ſtart at the Novelty, the 
Explanation is brief; let him look upon the 
is not one Fromiſe of Pardon to any but the 
enitent, returning Sinner; the great Act of 
Grace; publiſhed to Mankind upon the 
21811 . 3 | coming 


5 bas this gen 
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coming NES Bleſſed Saviourinto the World, ' 
eral Exception to it, Which King 
Ge AG of Grace has ut, (viz-) That 
all thoſe wha'do not Repent, are Excepted, 3 
not one impenitent Sinner comes within the 
A But Kos, George except all the 

Gentlemen concerned in the late Rebellion, 
that do not fincerely and unfeignedly repent 
of it, the Parſon of might well lift.up 
bis Hands at the reading of it, and tay! Who | 
thay can be Sav'd ? 1775 | 
And here, beſore I enter into che Queſtion | 
| whether they are Penitent or no, I muſt 

crave leave todiſtinguiſh between the ſeveral 
ſorts of Penitence tequired in ſuch Caſes; and 
particularly, between Repenting of the 
Crime, and Repenting of their Misfortunes 

attending the "£2 It is not to be doubt. 
ed, that many of them have repented, as 
they have porhaps great Cauſe, that they 
have brought themſelves and their Families 
to ruin; as the Thief, who when be was 
ask d, if he was not {orry that he had com- 
mitted ſo great a Piece of Villany? Anſwer'd 
ſullealy, 1 That be was ſorry to be Hanged. But 
as this is not that Repentance which God re- 
quires, ſo neither is it a Repentance that an- 
wers the End of the King's Clemency; but 
here the Royal Clemenc is extraordinary, 
that it is extended to thoſe who are not at all 
convinc'd of the Crime, only being cruſn d 
dy the Puniſhment, deſire Mercy, that they 
may reſerve 8 to abuſe 1 „„ 

| i * 1 


4 


| I would not be Uncharitable; but any Mani 
that is as wellacquainted with the Perſonsand 
Temper of theſe Men and has look'd narrow- - 
ly into their Conduct, both before the Act of 


Grace, and ſince, may eaſily ſee, that more 5 


are Pardoned than are Reform d: Nay, chat 
many of theſe who are ſo Patdened, reſerve 
the Rancour of their Party, and of their Difſ- 
poſition, as much as ever, and would be as 
willing ſtill to Rebel again, as they were 
before, tho? parhaps the narrow Eſtape they 


| have had 1 10 the firſt Adventure, how near 


they were to the Gallows, and with what 
Difficulty they have come off, may make 
them act with more Caution and Prudence 
than they did before. But as to their Diſaf- 


| ſection it cannot be ſaid to be much abated. 


Now, if King Georg e has held out his Mer. 


cy to a ſort of 1mpenitent Rebels, who are 


only Beaten, not Chang'd; ; Conquer'd, not 
Reform'd: If he Pardons  obſtinare Rebels, 
even While they are in their Rebellion; ff 
he Pardons without Repentance; he not only 
acts ina Sphere beyond his Anceſtors, but 


even in a Ader which God himſelf has cr 
T7 {ei him an Example. 


And were I to ſay nothing elle, the very 
undervaluing; the Mercy which they-t receive, 
is an Eyidenre; that they neither deſire 1 it, i 
or have a due Senſe of it; that tis ill be. 
ſtow'd, and that they want nothing but an 


| Vegaſion to make an wee — a AL 
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Would, as I have faid, com 


3 
_  -» What indeed can be a greater Teſtimony 
of their abuſing the Mercy ſhewn them, than 
the open Endeavours:to undervalue it; is, as 
if they defired the Obligation of it ſhould ap- 
r leſs than it is, leſt their Ingratitude 
ſhould appear the greater, and render them 
odious even to their own Friends. 
How unjuſt is their Method alſo, as well 
as their Deſign, comparing the Lenity of the 
preſent Reign with that of former Reigns, 
in order to leſſen and depreciate the Grant, 
in which however, little but the Folly and 


Madneſs of their Project appears; on the con- 


trary, were they juſt in their Enquiry, they 
i npare not only the 
Perſons forgiving, but the Per ſons ſorgiven; of 
which the tew Hints which I have given, tho? 
much more might be ſaid, are ſufficient to 
prove, that they are not to be match'd, for 
their uuhumbled, envenom'd Rancour; the 
continued Rage of their Diſpoſition, and 


their unrepenting Temper under the Mercy = 


they receive . a T emper, that rather chal- 
lenges Mercy as a Debt, than receives it as 
a Grace; and thus declare King George muſt 


be ſomething more than Man if he forgives 


them, or ſomething ſo much leſs than a King 
as not to know them. 
But fince they are for comparing the Mer- 
cy and Clemency of King George, with that 
of former Kings, Why do they not bring in 


their merciful King Jams into the Account, 


and comparing the Rebellions of former 
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Account of the cruel Executions, che mer Ih 


- vourites, 
and fourth Hand; till many Men thar had 
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s with the Rebellions in this; tate an 


cileſs Treatment of the poor Victims in the 
Affair of the Duke of Mommoush; let them 


enquire into the Numbers taken in che 


Purſuit, and Hang'd up Naked in che Field; 
the woundeil Men immediately Hang d in 
the Field for ſport, fot Cure of their Wounds; 
Two Hundred + andSixteenHang afterwards 


in cold Blood, and in Forms of Law. Ia 4 
word, Let them tell us what Mercy was 
ſhowyn to any that fell into their Hands, ex 


cept only ſuch, whoſe Pardon was purchas d 
by — Sums of Money, given to Fa- 
and Sub · Favoùrites, at ſecond, third, 


fled, choſe to remain abroad, rather than 


give for a precarious Liſe more than it was 


worth, and ſtatve their. Wives and Children | 
for Liberty to come home. 
Has His preſent Majeſty ſhew'd himſelf 


Cruel and Inexorable like "theſe 2 Has there 
been a Fefferizs in our Judges, or a Kirt a- 


mong our Soldiers ? Surely theſe Gentlemen 


have not heard what Havock was made in 


theſe Days, or have forgotten it; when the 
miſerable had no Compa ſſion ſhown them, 
but were refuſed 1 in the Field, were 
Inſulted and Tauntechat the Bar, and found 


neither Mercy or Juſtice, many being Exe- 
rd to the moſt juſt De- 
noe; and 1 e themſelves of the 


cuted without rega 


Fact, 


: their Defence, or have 


| indulg u in 
| for their Advagtage, in order: to their Deli- 

verance? Let the Priſoners ſpeak for then 
| ſelves; let us ſend our Complainers to Car-. 
q „and enquire” "whether the Gentlemen 


n The contrary 


4 


A bas, and who newer! had been from their un 


ND. th le her Artes 

wv nt collects; et t examine he 
Priſoners who have been Tryed ; have they: 
been allowed at the fair and full Liberty or 


they not ? Have the 

been Taunted hy the Judges, their Witneſſes | 
ow-beatea, ” and themſelves run down 
by Elamgur gad Noiſe? Ort have they been 
. thing that might have been 


ere did not acknowledge, That it was 


chete Mercy they were brought out of their 


own Country to be Try; That they were 
uſed with a generous Compaſſion, and with 


all poffible Humanity by the whole Court. 
_ ry, „ have not ſome. of thoſe 
that have been brought to Tryal, been acquits | 
ted by the manifeſt _ pe. 


Partiality of Jury- men, 
— by Bribery, or Diſaffection, is not 


the Queſtion? And have not the Priſoners 
at the Bar treated the Court, and the Go- 


vernmeat, with the utmoſt Inſult, Contempt, 


and Indecency; as in the Caſe of Francia the 


Few, and others? And yet the Judges have 
not been moved to do any thing by way of _ 


Reſentment. 


In a Word, Have riot all our Proceedings 


at Law, been carried on with that Temper, 


| Moderation, and I, that the Go. 
: | Ok vernment 
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| end dend. all along 
pleas d, that an 


for comparing f 


tended more Patience, Cle 
paſſion to the worſt of Rebels, than any, . 
Monarch of Great: Britain ns. e . 


l 


1 
Gentleman could fairly 
fea —_— that a ſhould be ob- 
0 mas 1 1525 3s 6 

"After Guilt fairly fd, and the Prifaners, | 

the neceſſary Conſequences of Verdict, 
Sentence d to _ How tew. have Ex-- 
How ach ſewer, an ever was the. Caſe. in 
a like Rebellion? Let the Number ſtand up- 


on Record, and let Poſterity judge of the 
Clemency of King George, they will ſoon, 
condemn the Part 


for the moſt Ungrateful 
of Men; and declare, That they were not 
worthy of the Mercy they receiv'd : They 
will not fail to grant, that there is no Rule 
rmer. Times with theſe ; 5 


aud will own, That King. Gorge has Ex- 
meacy and Com-. 
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that were Condemn'd ? | 


